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Tlie price- of food is not, at first, precisely a gauge of actual, though
a very good one of prospective, famine ; to a great extent it means dread
of the future, economy by house-holders, and storage by dealers. Many
agricultural laborers were retained by their regular employers on
lessened grain wages in hopes that the future might be less gloomy than
the anticipation. But when the hot weather rains proved partial and
useless, and finally the south-west monsoon of 1&77 practically failed
simultaneously with the general exhaustion among poorer ryots of
stored grain and ordinary wealth, then the real pinch of true famine
came, and laborers, petty ryots, and artisans docked to the relief
centres. The figures given above show a moderate percentage up to
June 1877, especially on gratuitous relief; it wras only after that date
that distress became overwhelming. Considering that 1675 was a poor
year, in which the outturn was estimated at about two-thirds of the
average, and considering that while the south-west monsoon of 1870-77
was scanty, the north-east monsoon was an entire failure, so that the
crops did not give above a quarter of an average yield, and the south-
west monsoon crop of 1877 also fidled in that there was little rain till
September, the statistics of the- famine, coupled with the opinions of
the most experienced of the Coimbatore officers and with the facts of
previous years, seem to point to the following amongst other lessons for
the district: (1) that in Coimbatore two successive bad years, or ona
entire and absolute failure, will produce partial famine; (2) that such
famine is not intense unless one or other, especially the second, of the
years has failed to yield more than quarter of the average ; (8) that a
failure to the extent of not more than one-third of the crop, even in two
successive years, will not produce famine calling for special Government
aid in the shape of relief, though it will produce scarcity and poverty,
and probably increase the death-rate and liability to disease; (4) that
even in years such as those of the famine, when a three-quarter failure
followed a one-third failure, there is no serious pinch at first such as
cannot be combated with fair success if a scheme of operations and
proper works are ready ; the stock of grain in hand economized, as it
will be by feaj* of the future and by high prices, and eked out by
various expedients, will suffice for some months, so that schemes may be
properly organized to follow those undertaken as preliminaries; (5) that
a favorable season immediately following the second bad season will
extinguish the famine proper; (6) that even in a famine which is the
result of seasons such as those of 1876-78, and of population so numer-
ous, the extreme number likely to require State aid will not be over ten
to .twelve per cent, at the worst period.

The wells of Coimbatore alone render possible these somewhat,
favorable inferences, which apply to a density of imputation between
1,600,000 and 1,800,000. The outturn alluded to is chiefly ,that of dry
lands,, since most of the wet and garden lands gave their imial cropa
throughout the famine, only taak lands, channel-tail lands, and a